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Affairs of FRANCE: 
Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 
and Petty-State/men, of all Sides. 


Cuefdap, June 13. 1704. 


He Frontiers of France, which now 

remain to finifh the Circle drawn 

‘ round the whole Monarthy,. re- 
fpeét only the Coafts, fince the Borders on 
Spanifb fide, Fortified by the Pyrenees, 
are more the Work of Nature than of Art. 

“*Tis true, there are fome ftrong tho’ 
fmall Towns, on the Edge of Roufilion, and 
the Borders of Catalonia ; but the French 
having always been Agreffors there, and 
~r weaaid pierced Cutalonia, even to the 
fabduing the whole Province two or three 
times; as they have the more neglected 
their Frontiers, fo the reftoring the Me- 
mory of Leucztes. 

- Other fuch Places on the Paffes of the 
Frontiers here, would ferve very little to 
the Infirnétion of the Reader, which is the 
main End of this, and all profitable Hiftory. 

‘It is eafy to look back in Hiftory, toa 


-time when all France was full of Fortified 


Places, and every great Town was ‘alfo a 
ftrorg Town; and when we come back to 
the Hiftory of the Wars with the #/ugonots, 
and to che Famous Sieges of thofe Times, 
the Relation will of Courfe, be a Defcti- 
ption of thofe Places of Strength. 

When Cardinal Ricblien, the true Au- 
thor of the prefent French Greatnefss chad 
taken Rockel, and after that, Nifmey and 


Montpelier, from the Proteftants, and had 
reduc’d them to fuch a condition, as to be. 
utterly uncapable of making any conifidee 
rable Head again in the Gountry; he re- 
folv’d; if ever they attempted the Recovery 
of their Liberty, it fhould be an immediate 
Superiority of Force. 

The Augonots'*had often ftrugled-for 
their Liberty, and ‘their laft Refage gene- 
rally was in the ftrength of the Inland 
Towns,’ where their Defence was often- 
times very obftinate, and their Reduétion 
very Bloody; the Siege of Rochel having 
coft.the King above 40000 of his beft Sol- 
diers, Momtauban half as many, and the 
King forced to raife the Siege at laft’; St. 


Antonin, upon the River Averron, kill'd 
him 6eco Mén in a a of but 9 dayss 
and Montpelier held out.fix Weeks, and at 
laft Capitulated to receive the King into, 
the City, but to have no Garrifon left at. 
his Departures which was, in fhort, to let 
him conte inand fee the‘Town, and go oat 


‘again, and leave them-as he found them ; 


and yet he loft abundance of Men before it, 
fome fay 16000 Mem 

To prevent this, the Cardinal about the 
Year 1634, obtained of the King to De- 


‘molifh afl the Fortified Towns in France 
fuch only excepted: as ge ‘neceffary 6 
F 


preferve 


[1 
a ah the Frontiers againft Foreign In- 
vation. ; 

I prefume it will not be expeéted here, I 
fhould give an Account of the Names of 
all the Towns and, Caftles, whofe Fortifi- 
cations were razed upon this Bdiét. "Tis 
fufficient to tell the Reader.that it fail’d 
not to Dilmantle and lay open all thofé 
Places, that either had been or were likely 
to be Refuges and Santtuaries of the Hu- 

omots ; but Univerfally fpeaking, all the 
Faland Countries were laid opén. ; 

In moft of the conliderable Places,, Cit- 
tadels were eretted to Curb of, Reftrain 
the Inhabitants; and all the Frontiers were 
in particular, ftor’d with ftrong Fortificae 
cions. 

Tis true, the prefent Kipg having almo& 
onevery fide extended his Frontiers into his 
Enemies Country, thofe Townos which were 


Frontiers then, are become Jaiand Fowrs. 


now, as fince the Taking fo large a part of 
Flanders, and Annexing the Province of Ar- 
f0jses sacs + - + &c to the Crown, ia 
which the ftrong Towns pf Jpres, Danlivt, 


Téwrnay, Lifle, Conde Valemciens,.and Cam-, 


bray, formerly Spanify Towns, are become 
French;the Towns of Amicxs, Bullogn, Chur- 
Ieville, s.0 + « » » &C, which io chofe days 
were tron g Frontiers, and Nobly Fortified, 
are now neglected as Inland Places, which 
réquire no great ftsength,, and ;are. really 
in no Danger. weer 

“The Augonots-were by.this-Difmantling 
of Towns fo Abfolutely reduc’d, that they 
faw now. "twas to no purpofe co Attempt 
any thing in Order tothe Recovery of their 
Liberty, unlefS they had -Ferces-enough to 
keep the Field againft the whole Power. 
of France’; and this we may fay, compleat- 
ed the Conqueft of the Augomots, as to 
Civil Wars, for we never find-them in 


Arms fince that.time, having no Retreaty,. 


no Place of Arms, no Magazines, no Head 
of their Party, nor no Rendezvous. 

If. jt be objected, that this has Weakned 
France, and that if ever an Enemy-breaks 
thro’ the Barrier of her Frontiers, he o- 
verruns all the Country of Courfe. This is 
anfwered by the.Confequence ; It has been 
the Bufincls thereforc.of the Frenchy fo to 
Guard her Frontiers with Numerous Ar- 
mig, and iq all Places {% to-encreale the 
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Barrier of her Dominions, by conftatt En- 
croachments on her Neighbours, that we 
find her as fafe frora Invafion on every fide, — 
as we are in England by the Wooden Walls - 


of our Navy, and the Circumvailation of 


the Sea. | ae , 
As our Fleet has been our conftantGuard, 
fo-the King of France’s Armies have beeis — 
his; ‘if we boaft of our Wooden Walls, and 
our Royal Navies, and our Safety coniifting 
in our being Mafters of the Sea Art 
has done for him,what Naturefhad done for 
us; and.the Prudence and Policy of his 
Government has effectually fupply’d to 
him, what the Advantages of our Situa- 
tien has done for us. ey 

By this Method he has fo fecur’d him- 
felf trom the Inroads' and Defcents of his 
Neighbours, that we find almoft all Ewrope 
United, has been fo far from making any 
Depredation upon, or Eruption into his 
Country, that excepting thac of the Duke 
of. Savoy, mefftioned before, and: ovr une 
happy Detcents at the Iile of Rbee and Ca- 
maret,in both which we paid dear enougir: 
forthe Experiment ; no Foreign Force has. 
ever dar’d to.let fout in his Country, for 
now above 150 Years. 

This, without a Geographical Defcripti- 
on of his Frontiers, is enough to make good 
what I'am upon, for no Projeét of Detence 
can; be equal to the-Experiment already 
made. ; 

The Kings of France, by being always 
Mafters of the Field, have cf effetiually Cs 
cur’d themfelves:from Foreign Invafion, as 
we have done-by being Mafters of the Sea; 
and more than we have; for we found, that 
notwithftanding all our Wooden Walls, 
which unlefs better manag’d then we found 
they were then, is buta Wooden Story, as- 
to Defence; We found we could nct pre- 
vent King Fames’s Landing in /reland, and 
a French Army afterwards; We found our 
felves Mafters of the Seas, and-yet at the 
fame time frequent Recruits, ‘Fleets with 


‘Stores of War came to Jrelend, and we 


couldnot prevent them: We found, when 
we. had beaten King Fames’s Army, and 
were Mafters of the Field, the Frencb Foot 
not only made good their-Retreat;. but alfo. 
made.their.Voyage back again to France, 
notwithftanding our Royal Navy. 

We. 


ally fuch of them that minded’ muré/the 
_ Irifh Cattle, than the Jrifh Conqueft: 

. *Tis not the BulinefS of this Paper toen- 
J ter into our own Story, tho’ the Auchot 
d 


_ profeffes himfelf- ftraighta’d -fometimes ito 


avoid it; but the Comparifon T-ani apon, 


Tcannot think improper; got that ‘J/am. 
__-undervaluing or leflening the Englifh Navy; 
or our Dependance upon-it for our: Securi- 
~ ty; butic ieems to me not impertinent to 
obferve that the King of Framce’s Domini- 
ons, are every Jat as fecure by his Nu 
merous Armies and Invincible Towns on 
his Frontiers, as ours is by our Royal 
Navy. s 
Who can argue againft Demonffrations ? 


Wethave been Mafters of the Sea now for__ 


above 12 Years; ever fince the igth of 

_ May, the Fight at La Aogue, the French 

_ have never look’d us in the Face ; we have 

fpread the Ocean with vaft Navies, and-al- 

tied our Dominion. of the Seas with fuck 
Fleets as the World never faw. 

But what Account can wegive of what 
thefe mighty Navys have done? The French 
with their flying Squadrons and Privateers 
have carryed on alk theirDefigns abrodd,and. 
infulted ‘our “Trade” almoft as.effedtualty 
ag if they had been Mafters of the Sea. 

With all our Mafterhhip of the Sea, we 
have never eithet taken from them their 
Welt- India Plantations, or indeed very:well 
defended: our own: We have. never pre- 
vented their fending Forces and-their Offi- 
cers-to the ‘psnifh Weft Indies, to’ftrength- 
enthem, whobefore were not ina Pofture 

-to have defended themfelves againft” scoe 
Men. 


_ they did dating the’ 


With all our Mafferthip of the sea. 
have never been - able’ to bea: ote final 
Squad roiis, WhO carry on a ‘Tradé‘as well 
as Communication between France'and the 
Spantiards iit America, and _ fil} the French 


~ with more-Money'than théy will {pend’a- 


gain in fettling the Spanifh Monarchy. 
__ We have neither ae their Ships: de 
infulted “their Coatts ; we might eafily 
have landed in Américg, “and have, broutl 
home whole Fraights a fg and Gold, ‘as. 
; Jaf War's” ba oni the 
cohtrary, they have “castyed on both the 
War and the ‘Trade in thofe Parts, infidite~ 
ly toour Lo and to‘ouy Difhononr, 
Frreturn tothe French’thentfelves... Tf 
they have done thus, whilé we até Malters 
of: the'Seds, and ‘while they ‘have 1d'Na- 
vys abroad, only fma'l Squadrons with their 
Poities-and’ du’ Gaffes, what-.would: they 
havedone with us, had they rid Lords of 
the Seajaswehave done? = 
I’prefume they would-nct have:content= 


ed’themfetvés With) ftanding off'ahd upon 


aut Cons; and. thowing' themfelyes at'a 
Diftatie ; our'plundred Coafts would ‘have 
een able to have told'us fad Stories of the 
Burnings, Rébbings, and Ravifhings of 
their Soldiers aid” Seanien ; -tltey’ woul 
hardly have fet'down with the Bombardi 
a Town’ pr two on the Coaft, but our Hare 
bours flould have been infiilted, our Trade 
tuin’d, and ‘if ¥ may be allow’d-to guefs, 
a French Arthy might have been removing, 
thé Seat of Waxto our ownDoors.-. 
Atileaft we miuft have retain’d more.of 
our Forces fol the Guard of our Coafts, 
and ‘confeqyéntly: not -have ventur'd: to 
mairitain fo extraordinary an Army abroad, 
asnow we de. 

-The Subjeft.or tnis war jead;us in cat 
nexe to examine, what a Condition our 
Plantations and Colonies abroad -wowld 
be in, if fuch a thing thould happen; and, 
on the contrary,; how unaccountable, jt’ is, 
that we can give no better Account of their: 
Colonies, while we pretend to be Mafters: 
at Sea.’ 


ApviceE from the Scandalous Cri ue: 


ai THE Society had entred upon fome 
| Bufinefs of Moment this Week, bur 
being continually interrupted with .ths 


Complaints ‘of the ingenious Part of Man” 

kind againft~our~ Weekly News-wreers? 

they were-oblig'd to give Audience to-rwe 
cons 


Forgeries of our own. 

1 clear the latter, the Gentlemen have 
engag’d to own their Letters fent; and the 
Printer having, the Letters, fhall have alfo 
their Names ; and the Authors fuppofedly 
injur’d, may have the Satisfaétion to have 
it Viva Voce from themfelves, 

As to Errors of the Prefs, the ‘Society 
refolv'd, That they have not, nor. wil not 
jobject againft fuch Miftakes as are only: li- 

~ teral, and occafion’d by the Printers; and 
if they did, they never do that till they 
have bad fufficient ‘Leifure to correé&t them 
in following Papers, which fome of the 
moft Ingenious, who do mot think it below 
them t9 rasa 45 they may miftake, fre- 
quently dos but fince all the Errors are 
only Trifles, and Errors of the Prefs, the 
Society have order’d thefe Gentlemen to 
tell us what Sort of Errors thefe are. 

The Imperial Envoy from Genoa, is upon 
“bis Departure from Madrid. 

Edward Seymour E/q; bss laid down she 
Office of Compsroller of Her Majefiy’s Houfe. 

2 eee e + Galley is arrived from Lee 
ghorn, Jaden with Bales of Silk. 

Agreat Fleet of Shios laden with Corn, 
bay realy at Sluce bound to Holland, waiting 

or 2.Wind. 

We bad plinted 11000 Militia, but when 
the Enemy appeared, there was not 4 Fourth 
Part of them to be found, and thefe 100 ran 
arty in a Fright. No Body at home but 
the Maid, and fhe gone to Church. 

Prince “Lewis artack'd the Enemy twice, 
but they would not ftand, ; 

How could they be attack’d, if they 
would not ‘ffand to be attack’d ? 

If thefe are not fafficient, they may be 
fupplied with 40 or 50 more fuch, at De- 
mand ; and every one may look into his 
own Paper for the Particulars. 

AConftable made Complaint to the So- 
ciety, That having been upon the Search 
after Vice, purfaant to the laudcble At 
tempt of Reforniation of Manners, he took 
Up a certain worthy Citizen.of more than 


epute, fo vif Za 
a Whore that’he had not | 
relatetheParticulars, = 
That having fecur’d the Perfon, 
next Morning carried him before 


_ Why, Sir, faid the -Conftable, I took — 
bim fo and fo. a 

Sirrab, you Rogue, you Rifeal, &ce faysthe — 
Juftice, Do you know white you Kaze dome? 
Why this Gentleman is an ALDERMAN 'S 
FELLOW; and fu the Conftable was di 
mifsd, and the Ajdermin’s Fellow Sucs him 
for Scandal. ‘aa 

The Society refolv’d upon the whole, 
That the Laws againft Vice ought to know 
no difference between Aldermens Fellows 
and Whores Fellows. Tie farther Cenfure 
they refer to farther Examinaticn. 


A Drertifements aretakeon in by 7.A/:sthemy 
in Pilkington-Comrs in Lusle Britain, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Th: Practice of Phyfick, reduc’d to theAn= 
: ——- Obtervations ; Containing a 
ju parallel between the Wifiom and Ex 
ence of the Ancients, and the Hypothefis’s of 
Modern: Phyficians. Intermix’d with man 
Pradiical Remarks upon moft Diftempers 
together with feveral New and Curious Dif= 
fertations-particularly of theTurantula,and the 
Nature of its Poifon ; Of the Ufe and Abufe 
of Bliftcring-Plaifters ; Of Epidemical A 
plexics, &c. Written in Lerin, by Geo, Baglindy 
M. D. Profeftor of Phyfick and Anatomy 
at Reme. 8vo. Printed for Jeffex Wale, atthe 
Angel in St. Pasl’s Church-Y ard,” 


On Tharfdsy next, the 15th of this Inftan 
Fone, will be published, . 
Janda : (but I hope not) Telli 
Cus come of it. Pat 0 In Ac aby * 
the Occafional Letter: Nunib. 1. Wherein 
the New Affociations, ¢c. are-confidered, 


4t4 A Doctor in Phyfick Cures all t¢ 
Degrees and Indifpofitions in Venercal Pen 
fons Def a moft eafic, fafe, and expeditious 
Meth 3, and of whom any Perion may 
have Advice, and-a perfect Cure, let his or 
her Difeafe be of the longeft Date: He like- 
wife gives his Advice in all Difcafes, and 

refceibes!a Cure.’ Dr. HARBOROUGH, (a 

taduate Phyfician-) in Great Knight-Riderse 
Strerts, near Dotors Commons, 


MDCCIy. 


